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that fall), had arranged a season at the Princess Theaf rrf
in Oxford Street, which had turned out disastrously.
The fact is that, great actor an Edwin Mouth was, hi4*
method of production was by then entirely out of date
in London. He appeared as 'Hnmktf, Lear*and Othelln,
with a scanty company, tawdry scenery and slovenly
staging* Booth still followed * the custom prevalent
among many of the "stars'* of those days, and did nof
trouble to rehearse with his company even sending
his dresser to walk through the movements for I he
benefit of the unfortunate people of the eaM. This
habit was followed by his leading man, Khen PJyinptnn,
whom I knew very well ('old Plum/ as we eaHed
him), and it was characteristic of si method which wan
then happily dying out that he disdained even personal
supervision of the costumes he was to wear in his
various roles, contenting himself with the Homt'whal
bombastic direction to his dresser, "Sec to't that they
be handsome!" This lordly disregard of details had at
times painful effects* * Property-men * would be given
general directions for the furnishing of rooms at their
discretion, with embarrassing results! One enthusiasm*
stickler for detail even included in the furniture of a
bedroom a toilet utensil which is not as a rule exhibited.
Another effect I saw in Booth's performance of King
Lear, during this very season, was as painful in
the audience as the one just related -though of a
different kind. The dying Lear was brought out of
his tent, or from behind a wing which represented a
tent, for that heartrending scene in which he recog-
nises his daughter. The footstool which the property-
man had provided, about four inches in height, was
obviously too low for Lear to sit upon, Everyone
looked round for an inspiration to cope with the
difficulty, till it occurred to one of the diameters
Kent, I think--to place the stool end tap, and Mouth,
accustomed I suppose to such hasty contrivance*,
unconcernedly seated himself upon its narrow edge
and in this perilous position played Im scene with such